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Dear Community Member: 

  

Thank you for reaching out. The decision to return to remote meetings was made due to increasing 

tensions among members of the audience. These tensions resulted in a near-altercation that was 

prevented only by the quick actions of deputies at our last meeting. The health and safety of our 

community is a priority. Also, while it appears that Covid numbers are going down, our district has 

seen a sharp uptick in cases, particularly at the high school (where the meetings take place). 

Therefore, tomorrow night’s meeting will be remote. The board will decide what to do going forward 

at that time.  

 

Lastly, it should be noted that board of education meetings are not public meetings. Rather, they are 

open meetings that allow the public to attend in accordance with the open meetings law. The purpose 

of our meetings is to conduct the business of the district which we can only do during our scheduled 

meetings, twice monthly. Our current format of meeting remotely meets all legal requirements.  

 

Thank you for your support and understanding.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Anne K. Arent  

President, Board of Education  

Pine Plains Central School District  

 

 

Dear Community Member: 

  

If our meetings were public meetings, I would be in complete agreement with you that we should be 

trying to manage the behavior of our audience members. However, we are not a public meeting. We 

are an open meeting which is being run in accordance with the open meetings law. The purpose of a 

board of education is to conduct the business of our school district. Therefore, our focus is on the 

matters put before us on the agenda. We owe it to the 6,000 taxpayers in our district to ensure that we 

are handling all financial and policy matters in an open and timely fashion. It should be noted that in 

New York State, public comment is not required at board of education meetings. However, we as a 

board feel strongly that we should host it, which is why we have a policy allowing it, and we will 

continue to do so as we fully support the community's right to speak.  

 

Regarding your question about COVID, in the first 29 days of school, we had 26 confirmed COVID 

cases. This translated into 120 students being quarantined as required by the county department of 

health. Several staff have been quarantined as well. Furthermore, we had a board member last night 

who was unable to attend because he and his entire family have come down with the virus (despite 

the fact that they are all fully vaccinated).  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Anne K. Arent  

President, Board of Education  
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